




 
 











Ken Wilber in his book 

Integral Psychology: 

 

“The self starts out 

relatively 

undifferentiated from 

its environment. That 

is, it cannot easily tell 

where its body stops 

and the physical 

environment begins... 



   Aries to Taurus 

Somewhere 

during the first 

year, the infant 

learns that if it 

bites a blanket, it 

does not hurt, but 

if it bites its 

thumb, it hurts; 

there is a 

difference 

between body 

and matter... 









Taurus, the 2nd House and Venus 

The infant 

differentiates its 

body from the 

environment, and 

thus its identity 

switches from fusion 

with the material 

world to an identity 

with the emotional-

feeling body... 





Taurus to Gemini 

The conceptual 

mind arises  

out of the 

developmental 

needs being 

met. 













Gemini, the 3rd House and Mercury 

As the conceptual mind 

begins to emerge and 

develop (especially 
around 3 to 6 years)...  













Cancer, the 4th House and the Moon 

the child eventually differentiates the conceptual mind and 

the emotional body.” 
 

Ken Wilbur, Integral Psychology (Boston: Shambhala, 2000), 93. 
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Relationship offers a second chance to revisit the 

same issues dealt with in childhood. 
 

“This insight - so fundamental to Imago 

Relationship Therapy - has led to a deeper 

understanding of the complexities of attraction 

and attachment. Sooner or later in every 

relationship, the initial attraction turns into a power 

struggle as the couple find themselves facing in 

their spouse the same behaviours and attitudes 

that drove them crazy in their parents. If the 

relationship is to evolve from romantic attraction 

and the consequent power struggle into mature 

love, the task is to learn to love the difficult parts 

of your partner, especially those that mirror parts 

of yourself that you’ve rejected or hidden, or of 

which you’ve lost awareness. When you do begin 

to love your partner more fully, you begin to heal 

those places in yourself that were initially wounded 

in your relationship with your parents.”  

  

“It turns out that loving your partner is the best way 

to facilitate your own personal and spiritual 

growth.” 
H. Hendrix and H. L. Hunt, Receiving Love - Chapters 1 - 5 



Nothing’s Ever Good Enough 
  

 

“The common wisdom is that romantic relationships would stay happy if people 

did a better job of giving to each other. But that’s not what we’ve discovered. 

We’ve found that many people need to do a better job of receiving the gifts 

their partner is already offering. It’s surprising how often the compliments, 

appreciations, and encouragements of a well-intentioned partner make no dent 

in the armour of an unhappy partner.” 

H. Hendrix and H. L. Hunt, Receiving Love 





The foundation of Evolutionary 

Astrology rests on the 

understanding that Pluto and 

the nodal axis of the Moon work 

in tandem to create a picture of 

the past orientation of the 

individual, their evolutionary 

intentions and goals. To 

understand how Pluto and the 

Nodes work together it helps to 

start by considering the level of 

consciousness that they 

symbolize. Pluto represents the 

deep unconscious material, 

while the Nodes represent 

material that is more clearly in 

one’s conscious awareness. p97 



“What is seen therefore through the Moon’s nodes is the 

relationship between the ‘human’ will and the ‘divine’ will, between 

the conscious efforts at integrating an ego-centered personality and 

the super-conscious guidance or motivating urge which is working 

toward the realization of the total ‘cosmic’ or divine Personality. The 

former is largely the result of the individual’s conditioning by 

heredity and environment; the latter is the true factor of Destiny…” 



The Nodes Represent the Arc of 

Motion of a Planetary Body 

The nodes are not real bodies. They are abstract points in space 

which are representative of the arc of the movement of any 

planet– the line it has traced and the line it will trace in the sky 

relative to the Zodiac. In essence they represent the history of 

that planet’s movement before it reached the line of the Zodiac 

and the projected future movement as the planet rises above 

the line of the Zodiac. 

 

As such, we can add meaning to this movement by saying that 

the South Node of the Moon represents the history of the 

Moon (or conditioned self) and the North Node of the Moon 

represents its intended future or evolutionary intention. 



“At the Moon’s North Node we 

see Destiny at work; at the 

South Node, human will. The 

lines of nodes show us the 

directives of Destiny, the 

purpose of Destiny – and what 

is back of this purpose in the 

past. More than anything else, 

it tells the ‘Why’ of individual 

life. Why the particular ego 

was projected out of the ocean 

of universal Life – why we are 

born and what for… At one 

end of this line we see the past 

(South Node), at the other, the 

future; what the personality 

emerged from, what it is 

meant to accomplish…”  

 

Dane Rudhyar. 











The Nature of the Trauma 

The nature of the planets involved in stressful 
aspect to Uranus, a planet in Aquarius or the 11th 
house will provide further information about the 
nature of the trauma. For example: 
  
•  When Saturn is involved this can indicate the 
physical nature of a trauma, that it may involve a 
physical wound, physical or sexual abuse, 
depletion (malnutrition, starvation). 
  
•  When Pluto is involved this can indicate the fact 
that the trauma has a primarily emotional or 
psychological nature, for example a betrayal, or 
severe psychological compulsion or disorder. 
 
•  When Neptune is involved this can indicate that 
the trauma has a psychic nature, for example 
experiences of severe disillusionment or 
meaninglessness that in extremis can produce 
catatonia, a state in which the individual has ‘given 
up’ even though the biological form survives. 



Mental Trauma and the Inner Planets 

When Uranus is in stressful aspect to the inner or personal planets, 
the nature of that mental trauma is revealed. For example, if Uranus 
is in stressful aspect to the Moon, the nature of the conditioned self 
or personal security has experienced trauma in the past. In this 
sense then, the parental experience, specifically the experience of 
mothering or of security through the primary caregiver in the 
present life (Uranus with Moon) may contain echoes of the prior-life 
traumatic memories. 





Uranus as the critical Astrological  

significator of Trauma 

While any stressful aspect between planets may indicate 

areas of difficulty within a person’s life we can analyse that 

critical ‘trauma signatures’ are found when the Aquarian 

archetype is involved. A trauma signature in the natal chart 

occurs with any one of the following significations: 

 

• When a planet in the 11th house forms a stressful aspect to 

another planet  

• When a planet in Aquarius forms a stressful aspect to 

another planet 

• When a planet forms a stressful aspect to Uranus 

 





The Nature of a Stressful Aspect 

A stressful aspect in this context includes: 

conjunction (0 degrees) 

semi-square (45 degrees)  

square (90 degrees)  

sesqui-quadrate (135 degrees) 

inconjunct (150 degrees)  

opposition (180 degrees) 







The Unconscious Connection 
  

“What we feel as random attraction is 

actually more calculated than that, 

even though we are almost always 

unaware of the calculations. Our 

unconscious leads us to an Imago 

match - a person who offers us the 

greatest opportunity to heal our 

childhood wounds.” 

  

“A complicating factor in intimate 

relationships is that you have two 

people, each with unconscious 

defences, coming together in situations 

where the defences get tangled up 

with each other. Because of our 

understanding of the likelihood that 

each partner has made an imago 

match, we know that the couple usually 

has complementary defences.” 
H. Hendrix and H. L. Hunt, Receiving Love 











The Two Sides of Venus 



Taurus & the 2nd House 

The inner Venus in Taurus symbolizes the relationship to the 

self, the unconditioned needs of the self, and the capacity of the 

self, purely within its own terms, to meet the needs of the 

individual. 



Libra & the 7th House 

The outer Venus in Libra symbolizes the 

relationship to others, the needs of the 

individual as they are projected onto 

others: The way that the inner reality is 

out-pictured and mirrored through the 

responses of others to the individual. 



The quincunx or inconjunct between Taurus and Libra indicates the 

potential crisis between the inner needs and the way they are 

projected onto, or mirrored back from others.  



The Inconjunct as Signature of Crisis 

The inconjunct or quincunx (150 degrees) is akin to 

the relationship between the Ascendant/Aries and 

the 6th house/Virgo in the natural or archetypal 

zodiac (see next slide). 

 Virgo/6th house represent a shift from the 

preceding archetype of Leo which symbolized the 

fulcrum of self-development: the epitome of the 

creative self. Instead Virgo represents a humbling of 

that self before meeting others in Libra. The crisis 

arises from the difficulty of surrendering the self-

centred glory of the Leo archetype. 



The nature of the Inconjunct/Quincunx  

at 150 degrees 



The quincunx or inconjunct between Taurus and Libra indicates the 

potential crisis between the inner needs and the way they are 

projected onto, or mirrored back from others.  















The nature of the Inconjunct/Quincunx  

at 150 degrees 



























“Whether the projection is 

positive or negative, it feels as if 

what we’re saying about 

someone is true. This is because 

our partner does carry in himself 

or herself some parts that 

attract our projections. So our 

projections can look like 

perception. But much of the 

time when we talk about how 

our partner is, we are making up 

a story that has some truth to it. 

Because projections can feel and 

sound like gfospelospel, it’s hard 

to distinguish them from 

accurate observations. One clue 

that it’s a projection rather than 

an objective assessment is if its 

veracity is asserted repeatedly 
with intense emotion.” H. Hendrix and H. L. Hunt, Receiving Love 





































Projections 
 

“Our romance begins to 

come to an end when we 

start to project denied and 

negative aspects of 

ourselves onto our lover. 

The idealisation of our 

partners in romantic love is 

an assignment to them of 

positive parts of ourselves 

that we have disowned. The 

de-idealisation of our 

partners in the power 

struggle is an assignment 

to them of negative parts of 

ourselves that we have 

denied.”  H. Hendrix and H. L. Hunt, Receiving Love 













The inconjunct – 150 degrees – between Libra (Venus) and Pisces 

(Neptune) shows the potential crisis between our relationships and 

our ultimate aspirations and sense of meaning. 



There is an archetypal Yod formation between Taurus, Libra and Pisces expressing 

a potential crisis between one’s inner needs and the way they are projected onto 

others. Along-side  a potential for crisis between the meaning we place on our 

relationships and our sense of higher meaning/ultimate aspirations. 



Projection of the Divided Self 

"The psychological rule says that 
when an inner situation is not 
made conscious, it happens 
outside, as fate.  That is to say, 
when the individual remains 
undivided and does not become 
conscious of his inner opposite, 
the world must perforce act out 
the conflict and be torn into 
opposing halves.”              

 

Carl Jung - Christ, A Symbol of the Self 



Peter Sellers 



“I keep reading of these 

great women behind men 

who support them and 

push them forward, and 

they mother you; they’re 

great in bed; they’re like a 

sister; they’re not there 

when you don’t want to 

see them and they are 

there when you do. I don’t 

know where they are.  

Maybe they’re around 

somewhere.  I’ll find one 

one of these days.” 













 •   Projection of competitiveness. Accusing partner of being overly competitive, 

whilst constantly stacking up how one compares to other people. 

•   Projection of sexuality. Accusing partner of being interested in others, whilst 

having own thoughts of infidelity.  

•   Projection of lack of love. To compensate for regret in marrying their spouse, 

one partner complains that the other does not love them.  

•  Projection of ones own rejection of inherent talent, or interests. When parents 

do not affirm a child's talents and interests, or actively reject them, the child will 

not develop the capacity to adopt a nurturing attitude towards themselves in this 

regard. Henceforth they are then unable to be supportive toward a spouse who is 

able to actively nurture an impulse of their own toward the same talents and 
interests that their partner has rejected in themselves. 

H. Hendrix and H. L. Hunt, Receiving Love 



All together the Yod formation between Taurus, Libra and Pisces expresses a core 

crisis potential between one’s inner needs and the way they are projected onto 

others and the capacity of other people to live up to our ultimate dreams. In a 

world without the divine we can try to elevate our relationships to fulfil that lack. 















Maximising and Minimising. 
 

Polarised oppositional patterns 

can be set up in a relationship. 

This is one of the most common 

patterns of unconscious 

interaction. One partner 

pushes/maximises to get more of 

what they want and protect from 

pain. This person is nearly always 

first to approach the other. High 

energy, lots of ideas, some 

drama. Problems are discussed as 

they define them. 

  

The other partner 

retreats/minimises to accomplish 

the same goals. Quiet, low-

energy, non-expressive, low-

energy, avoidant. 

H. Hendrix and H. L. Hunt, Receiving Love 

















The Partner Who Can’t Give 
  

Conscious reasons 

•   I don’t like the gift. Givers style of 

giving may be unfamiliar, and arouse 

fear. Recipient may be 

uncomfortable as center of attention.  

  

•  I don’t like the giver. Devaluing a 

gift by finding flaws in the giver. 

Questions the motivation of the 

giver.  

  

•  The gift obliges me to give back. 

Gifts are treated as ‘trade.’ 

  

•  The gift diminishes me. Believing 

that to receive is to lose power. 

Potentially the giver has power over 

the receiver.  

  

•  The gift makes me dependent.  

 A measure of fear underlies all of 

these due to past injuries to the self. 

Feels dangerous to let in a positive 

element from outside. H. Hendrix and H. L. Hunt, Receiving Love 





In fact, all our myriad 

forms of unconscious 

behaviour - projection, 

symbiosis, and minimising 

and maximising - are 

fuelled by one state: self-

rejection. Every one of us 

rejects or hates some 

aspects of ourselves, often 

without knowing it. Self-

rejection is the most 

universal and least 

recognised problem in our 

lives. It is the source of all 

our difficulties in giving 

and receiving love. And it 

contributes substantially to 

the significant social 

problems we face as a 

society.” H. Hendrix and H. L. Hunt, Receiving Love 






